Nurse Aide Training
Frequently Asked Questions

Q:  What Immunizations do I need before starting the class?

A:  You will need the following before you attend the course:



Measles, Mumps, Rubella



PPD (TB skin test)



Hepatitis B or sign the waiver

Q:  Is there a medical exam needed to become a student?

A:  Yes, you must have had an exam within the past year and a statement that you are able to perform the duties required as a student nurse aide. (For example:  lifting and transferring a patient.)

Q:  Do I wear scrubs to class?

A:  You will wear regular clothes for the class and scrubs for clinicals (later in the course).  You will be instructed on proper attire on the first day of class.  Proper foot wear will also be discussed.

Q:  What do I bring to the first day of class?
A:  Bring a notebook and pen/pencil.  You will receive your text workbook on the first day.

Q:  What time does class begin?

A:  The evening classes run from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm, Monday through Thursday.
Q:  Do I need to purchase my own stethoscope?

A:  No, stethoscopes are available in the training center and at your clinical experiences.  You may, however, decide that you want your won personal stethoscope.  It is not required for class.

Q:  What happens if I miss class or clinical?

A:  Attendance at both class and clinical is required to successfully complete the course.  You should make backup arrangements for anything that you can think of that might interfere with your ability to attend.  Absences or tardiness in excess of a “cumulative” 8 hours are grounds for dismissal.  Emergencies are addresses on a case by case situation.

Q:  Is a criminal background check optional?

A:  No, Colorado requires a criminal background check from an approved agency.  Any item that appears in your background will generally require a statement of explanation from you plus proof of payment of any fine that was levied to you as a result of the violation.  This is required before we can send in your application to the Colorado CNA certification test. It is a good idea to start early on your background check items if applicable.

Q:  Is there a test to become certified?

A:  Yes, there is a two-part National Nurse Aide Assessment Program. The written and skills tests are different and you must pass each section. Your application to test is not sent into the testing service until all parts of your training and paperwork are completed.  This means that you must successfully complete the academic portion of the class plus attend and complete lab and clinical training.  In addition, if you have areas of concern in your background check, these must all be explained and completed before your application to test may be sent into the testing service.

Q:  Where do I take the test?

A:  You may test at designated locations in Western Colorado (Delta, Rifle for example).  You test by appointment only at any location.

Q:  I have heard that some testing centers are more difficult that others.

A:  No, the written and skills tests are standardized throughout Colorado.  You will receive and take the same test at any of the official testing locations.

Q:  May I work while I wait for my testing date?

A:  Absolutely!!  You are encouraged to work.  It serves to give you additional time to perfect your skills and become more competent in your newly acquired knowledge. 

Q:  What if I fail “part” or the entire certification test?

A:  You may retake either or both sections of your test up to a maximum of three times.   
For further questions, please contact the Nurse Aide Training coordinator at Western Colorado Area Health Education Center   (970) 434-5474 ext. 103

